HAZUS User Groups Success Story

HIHUG
Hawaii HAZUS Atlas
To help Hawaii’s emergency managers better prepare for and respond to
potentially devastating earthquakes, Pacific Disaster Center (PDC) – in
collaboration with Hawaii State Civil Defense (HSCD) and the Hawaii State
Earthquake Advisory Committee (HSEAC) – has developed the
Hawaii HAZUS Atlas (HHA).

Background
The Hawaii HAZUS Atlas (www.pdc.org/hha) was developed by Pacific Disaster Center working in close
collaboration with Hawaii State Civil Defense (HSCD) and the Hawaii State Earthquake Advisory
Committee (HSEAC). The Atlas was designed to provide emergency managers in the State of Hawaii with
a better understanding of the potential earthquake risk and expected losses for Maui and Hawaii Counties.
With the Atlas, communities can use HAZUS results to assist in disaster planning before, during, and after
a destructive earthquake. Pacific Disaster Center is the official HAZUS results provider for the State of
Hawaii. HAZUS is run at a Level 2 analysis in the State of Hawaii with Hawaii-specific infrastructure data
for Maui and Hawaii Counties.

Hawaii HAZUS Atlas
The Hawaii HAZUS Atlas is a collection of 20 historical or plausible earthquake scenarios located in (and
around) Maui and Hawaii Counties. The Atlas contains loss-estimation data and analyses based on HAZUS
scenarios. The Atlas automates the 17 page global summary report provided by the HAZUS model into a
series of tables in a slide format accessible via the internet. In case of an actual earthquake in Hawaii or
Maui Counties, emergency managers would be able to instantly reference the Atlas to assess and visualize a
scenario with a similar location and parameters. Simultaneously, HAZUS modelers at the Pacific Disaster
Center would run the HAZUS application to produce a near-real time report of the event, including maps

and tables. The Atlas application can also assist Hawaii’s decision makers by displaying data to support
assessment of whether an earthquake’s damages are feared destructive enough to merit applying for federal
assistance. The automation of the global report within the Atlas allows for a faster and more reliable
method of disseminating real-time damage estimations to decision makers.
The Hawaii HAZUS Atlas has been used successfully to support State-wide tsunami and earthquake
exercises. The Atlas was also used by Hawaii emergency management to assist in response efforts
following the October 2006 M6.7 Kiholo Bay earthquake, off the coast of the island of Hawaii.
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