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December 2011 Bi-Monthly SCHUG Conference Call – Minutes 
12/7/2011 

 
 
Start Time: 10:00 am 
End Time: 10:45 am 
 
Participants: 

- Melissa Berry, SCEMD, SCHUG Leader 
- Jamie Caplan, Jamie Caplan Consulting, LLC 
- Margaret Walton,  Atkins 
- Moses Wilkins, FEMA 
- Brent Slone, AMEC 
- Eric Tate, University of Iowa 
- Scott Phillis, DHEC 
- Rich Hamilton, Hilton Head Island 

 
 

I. Introduction 

a. Review of agenda 

b. Focus Topic – Open discussion on ways to improve the HUG   

II. Review last call 

a. Discussed National and SC HUG updates 

b. Last call focused on the 5th Annual Hazus Conference and social media outlets that 

HUG members use to gather or distribute information.  The guest speaker, Caroline 

Cunningham presented a project on using CDMS to update the base datasets in 

Hazus for the multi-campus Disaster Resistant University Plan for the University of 

South Carolina.  See www.usehazus.com/schug for official minutes. 

III. National HUG Updates 

a. There have been three National Leadership and Topic Specific calls since our last call 

i. Topic Specific Calls included using Hazus to analyze the flood extent and 

damage in Minot, North Dakota; utilizing hazus in Canada and the issues 

they have had to deal with converting their data into a format that the US 

based hazus program will understand; and linking hazus to Land Use 

Portfolio Models to evaluate regional mitigation policies for natural 

disasters (USGS).  These are all freely available on the website 

www.usehazus.com.   

ii. Leadership calls (http://www.usehazus.com/hugs/calls-archive-leadership/) 

focused on improving the HUGs and providing helpful resources such as 

topics to discuss on calls or a list of speakers.  We also have discussed 

outreach methods, such as social media and having a hazus presence at 

conference. 

http://www.usehazus.com/schug
http://www.usehazus.com/
http://www.usehazus.com/hugs/calls-archive-leadership/
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b. Software Updates 

i. HAZUS 2.1 was scheduled to be out the end of November, but the release 

date has changed to February at the latest 

1. 2.1 will be compatible with 64-bit computers 

2. It will also use ArcGIS 10.1 

3. When it becomes available, you can order it here: 

https://msc.fema.gov/ 

c. Model Updates 

i. FEMA has confirmed that the Tsunami model will be the next model to be 

released in Hazus. 

ii. They have funded the project and anticipate its release in 2013. 

iii. There will also be a Basic HAZUS course available online through ESRI by the 

end of the year.  I believe there will be 12 modules to work through.  

d. Upcoming Training 

i. HAZUS for Earthquake is December 19th – 21st at EMI 

ii. HAZUS for Hurricane is January 9 – 12, 2012 

iii. Application of Hazus for Risk Assessment – January 16 – 19, 2012 

iv. Hazus for Disaster Ops  - February 13 – 16, 2012 

v. Basic Hazus – April 2 – 5th, 2012 

e. HAZUS HERC (Higher Education Resource Consortium) 

i. The SCHUG has discussed this in the past, but it deserves another mention 

ii. Universities play a significant role in hazus. Students are using Hazus in their 

theses and dissertations and professors are using it in the classroom to 

teach GIS and emergency management.  They challenge the model and the 

science behind hazus. 

iii. Universities also have the ability to host classes as well. They often have 

computer labs that can support large hazus courses. 

iv. There is a need to capture which universities are doing hazus research and 

teaching in the classroom.   

v. The HERC is trying to create a national list of academic/university resources.  

They put a document out about this endeavor: 

http://www.usehazus.com/uploads/main/HAZUS_Resources_at_Academic_

Institutions.pdf   

vi. One of the SCHUG members, Eric Tate, sees the university involvement in 

Hazus in two ways: 

1. Traditional research – to expand hazus, explore better uses of the 

software, determine better data resources, and prioritize data 

updates. 

2. Education in the classroom – to teach natural hazards and 

vulnerability to students.  

3. Eric plans to use Hazus in his future classes at the University of 

Iowa. 

https://msc.fema.gov/
http://www.usehazus.com/uploads/main/HAZUS_Resources_at_Academic_Institutions.pdf
http://www.usehazus.com/uploads/main/HAZUS_Resources_at_Academic_Institutions.pdf
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f. Hazus Hot Zone 

i. October HAZUS Hot Zone is out!  

1. This issue looks at Risk MAP initiatives and how hazus plays a key 

role in it, HAZUS conference award winners, Podcasts, and the map 

gallery winners from the conference 

2. http://www.usehazus.com/uploads/main/10122_hotzonenewslette

r_Oct_21.pdf 

IV. SCHUG  Updates 

a. Hurricane season was slow for South Carolina 

b. South Carolina taught a HAZUS for emergency managers course – 1 day class on 

November 7th  

i. Created a new course where the first half of the day focused on hazus 

basics: what hazus is, what can it do, what does it do well, and what it 

doesn’t do well 

ii. Second half of the day we ran an earthquake tabletop exercise. We 

simulated an earthquake event and talked about what information 

emergency managers would be looking for to make decisions.   

iii. We showed the class participants how to interpret Hazus reports and 

results. This helped them to make decisions and better understand the 

hazus analysis. 

V. Open Discussion 

a. Melissa asked the participants for feedback on what they liked to discuss on the 

SCHUG calls and how to improve the calls with the type of information or format of 

the calls. 

b. The group agreed that having a guest speaker was something they wanted to 

continue. They liked the variety of topics that we have focused on in the past. 

c. One suggestion was to showcase troubleshooting techniques in hazus. Not everyone 

uses hazus regularly.  By showing the group how to do certain tasks via a Webinar, 

the beginners will be more likely to successfully navigate hazus.  We could also look 

at new program releases and have a speaker show the updated functionalities. 

d. Another suggestion was to highlight hazus success stories. These topics will help to 

inspire our group members to think outside the box. 

VI. Wrap-up 

a. Next call date is tentatively scheduled for February 14, 2012 at 10:00am 

i. Please send me any guest speaker suggestions 

ii. We would LOVE to hear how group members are using Hazus! 

b. Check out the website for more updates 

http://www.usehazus.com/uploads/main/10122_hotzonenewsletter_Oct_21.pdf
http://www.usehazus.com/uploads/main/10122_hotzonenewsletter_Oct_21.pdf

