
 

February 2013 Quarterly SCHUG Conference Call – Minutes 
2/28/2013 

 

Start Time:  1:00 pm 
End Time: 1:57 pm 
 
I. Introductions 

a. Review of Agenda 

b. Focus Topic – Adam Whelchel from the Nature Conservancy will discuss sea Level 

Rise, Coastal resiliency, impacts of hurricane storm surge, and modeling 

II. Review last call – September 24th  

a. Discussed National and SC HUG updates 

b. Our focus topic was the Great SouthEast ShakeOut in South Carolina with Tammie 

Wells, SCEMD Earthquake Program Manager 

i. The Great SouthEast Shakeout is an annual event that has two purposes: 1) 

Inform the public that SC has a major earthquake hazard, and 2) educates 

citizens on how to respond to an earthquake event (Drop, Cover, and Hold). 

ii. This year SC joined with Aiken County and several neighboring counties to 

do an EQ Table Top exercise.  We used hazus to create an earthquake 

scenario. Hazus results were used to make injects for the exercise, test 

current plans, and better understand the regionality of a potential 

earthquake event and understand shortfalls in local and state resources. 

iii. The exercise was a success.  We plan to continue to use hazus in the future 

for other regional table tops. 

III. National HUG Updates 

a. There have been several National Leadership and Topic Specific calls since our last 

call 

b. In November, the National HUG unveiled the Hazus Excellence Award winner – Terry 

Jackson from Georgia. Terry successfully organized a series of Hazus courses last 

year and simultaneously taught at three locations across Georgia using virtual 

technologies. 

c. In December, the National HUG call focused on Delaware’s use of hazus for local 

flood analysis 

i. Delaware DOT and EMA wanted to achieve a proactive mitigation program, 

so they mapped the commonly flooded roads, confirmed issues with new 

events (Hurricane Sandy) and then conducted a Level 1 Hazus run to analyze 

mitigation strategies.   

ii. The Delaware DOT and Delaware EMA will continue to work closely 

together as they work toward updating their hazus datasets and improve 

analysis with flood depth grids.   

d. The December call also brought up the idea of a 2013 Hazus Conference 



i. The Central Hazus User Group was willing to put on a conference if there 

was enough interest. 

ii. Indianapolis successfully hosted the conference back in 2010. 

iii. ArcAspicio sent out a survey following the call to gauge interest.  Looks like 

they have enough responses to move forward with planning a conference 

for August-September time frame. 

e. In January, the SCHUG discussed the revival of the Hazus Higher Education 

Resources consortium HERC).   

i. The purpose of the HERC is to promote the use of Hazus in higher education 

and provide networking opportunities for Hazus Users.  

ii. Conference calls have begun. If you are interested in joining, let me know 

and I will forward them your contact information for inclusion in upcoming 

calls. 

f. In February, ArcAspicio announced that Hazus will soon have a digital download! 

Instead of ordering the software through snail mail, the updates will be available 

online. 

IV. Upcoming Training  - http://training.fema.gov/emicourses/ 

a. HAZUS-MH for Floodplain Managers – March 18th – 21st   

b. ArcGIS for Emergency Managers – March 25th – 28th  

c. Basic HAZUS-MH – April 29th – May 2nd  

d. HAZUS-MH for Flood – May 13th – 16th  

e. Application of HAZUS-MH for Risk Assessment – June 24th – 27th  

f. Basic HAZUS-MH – July 22nd – 25th 

g. Comprehensive Data Management System (CDMS) – August 12th – 15th 

V. Other updates 

a. Remember – Hazus 2.1 is not compatible with ArcGIS 10.1.  For now, use ArcGIS 

10.0 SP 2  

b. As always, remember that the national HUG calls are recorded and can be found on 

iTunes if you search Podcasts for “Hazus Community”. 

VI. SCHUG  Updates 

a. We are working to get more hazus courses in South Carolina.   

i. Will be looking for a location to host the classes, suggestions are welcome 

ii. May have to look into funding resources or grant opportunities to pay for 

instructors. 

b. SCEMD is creating earthquake “Go books” 

i. “Go Books” are manuals that we would keep in our Emergency Operations 

Center (EOC).  In a no-notice event like an earthquake, we will not have 

much time to run analysis.  These books will provide us with an estimate of 

the losses and damage and a starting point for which to plan our response. 

ii. This year we will run 5 Hazus scenarios around our state. 



iii. The analysis is now being evaluated. Next month we print the reports and 

data tables generated in Hazus, as well as create some maps.  These will be 

our “go books” 

VII. Focus Topic – Sea Level Rise, Hurricanes, and modeling  

a. Adam Whelchel, Nature Conservancy presented a discussion on coastal changes, 

coastal resilience, and its effects on hurricanes.  He also discussed their Coastal 

Resilience planning tool and the importance of providing decisions makers with 

complete information to reduce risk and improve resilience. 

b. Adam laid out a four step process to protect people and nature from hazards & 

impacts of coastal changes.  The steps included increasing awareness, performing 

hazard and vulnerability analysis to understand risks, determining choices that can 

reduce risks, and taking appropriate actions to mitigate hazards. 

c. The Nature Conservancy partnered with NOAA, NASA Goddard Institute, Pace Law 

School and ASFPM to create a Coastal Resilience Tool to illustrate 3 scenarios or 

potential levels of sea level rise and coastal change that may be experienced over 

the next 70 years (2020s, 2050s, and 2080s). 

i. The study region included NYC, Long Island, and parts of Connecticut. 

ii. These scenarios represent potential sea level rise (0 – 9”, 2’2”, and 4’4”) 

iii. The scenarios were also coupled with estimated storm surge heights for 

various categories of hurricanes. 

d. This tool was designed to be a community planning tool.  During the tool’s 

development, the team asked their community partners what information would be 

helpful to them and how they would like to view it.  They ended up with a split 

screen tool that allowed communities to see the different sea level rise scenarios on 

one side, while the other side showed the same scenario with storm surge added. 

This feature allowed communities to see the full impact of coastal change.    

e. In addition to sea level rise and storm surge, the tool also mapped ecological, social, 

and economic data, as well as the location of critical facilities and land use layers. 

f. ASFPM ran hazus for the study area to determine potential building replacement 

costs based on each of the storm surge and coastal change scenarios. Analysis was 

completed at the census block level for percentage of replacement costs 

g. Adam’s presentation can be found at: 

http://www.usehazus.com/uploads/main/SCHUG-TNC_Whelchel.pdf 

VIII. Open Discussion  

a. The SCHUG had a great discussion with Adam following his presentation. 

b. Sea level rise will always be a contentious topic that may be hard to address with 

leaders, especially if terms like “retreat” are used. 

c. The bottom line – We need to talk about this with our community planners.  It 

doesn’t matter what the cause is for sea level rise (climate change, global warming, 

etc), we need to focus on the outcomes and effects of coastal change. 

d. The SCHUG will make contact with the South Carolina chapter of the Nature 

Conservancy to follow up on future coastal modeling. 

http://www.usehazus.com/uploads/main/SCHUG-TNC_Whelchel.pdf


 

IX. Wrap-up 

a. Next call date is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, May 16th at 10:00am. Please 

send Melissa Potter (mpotter@emd.sc.gov) guest speaker suggestions. 

b. Check out the website for more updates – www.usehazus.come/schug 

mailto:mpotter@emd.sc.gov

