
 

May 2013 Quarterly SCHUG Conference Call – Minutes 
5/22/2013 

 

Start Time: 2:00 pm 
End Time: 3:13 pm 

 
I. Introductions 

a. Review of Agenda 

b. Focus Topic – David Stroud from AMEC Environmental and Infrastructure will 

discuss “Impacts of Climate Change and Sea Level Rise in Waveland, MS”.  

II. Review last call – February 28th  

a. Discussed National and SC HUG updates 

b. Discussions were just beginning about hosting another national Hazus Conference in 

Indianapolis.   

c. South Carolina EMD just started creating Earthquake “Go Books” to be used in a no-

notice earthquake event to quickly provide the best possible information to local 

and state emergency managers.  

d. Our focus topic on the last call was sea level rise, coastal resiliency, impacts of 

hurricane storm surge, and modeling.  

i.  Adam Whelchel from the Nature Conservancy presented on a Coastal 

Resilience planning tool they developed to help communities better 

understand hazards and vulnerability to coastal change. 

ii. The Coastal Resilience Tool modeled potential sea level rise and coastal 

change that may be experienced over the next 70 years.  They coupled the 

scenario with estimated storm surge heights.   

iii. Hazus was used to estimate potential building replacement costs based on 

each of the storm surge and coastal change scenarios. 

iv. We had a great conversation after his presentation. The SCHUG wanted to 

continue discussing sea level rise and how to model its effects on hurricane 

storm surge. 

III. National HUG Updates 

a. The May Hazus HotZone is out 

i. In the issue they announced the most recent Hazus Excellence winner – 

Richard Butgereit from Florida Department of Emergency Management 

1. Richard leads Florida’s GIS mapping program.   

2. He also spearheaded a statewide hazus data update using a web 

CDMS tool that was part of a FEMA pilot program. 

ii. You can get a copy on the Hazus LinkedIn webpage. If you’re not on Linked 

In, let me know and I can send you a copy. 

b. Hazus updates are now available through a Digital Download 



i. You can still get the HAZUS DVD if you like on FEMA’s Map Service Center’s 

website. 

ii. OR you can now download the software and state datasets off the webpage.   

1. There is no wait time to get the data, you can just download your 

specific states’ data instead of a region or the nation’s dataset, and 

you can access customer service online as well. 

2. A tutorial is available to show you how to download the data online.   

c. The HERC has made some significant progress in the past few months.  Their mission 

is to promote the use of Hazus in higher education.   

i. To gage how hazus is being used in education, they recently completed a 

survey.  They found that Hazus is being used quite a bit in research and in 

mitigation plans. Unfortunately, there is still very little Hazus being taught in 

the classroom.  Some classes do a week or two of hazus, but it isn’t the 

focus of the class. 

ii. The HERC will keep moving forward to gain membership and work with 

higher education to improve Hazus’s footprint. If you would like to join the 

HERC, email HAZUS.HERC@gmail.com for more information. 

d. Hazus Symposium  

i. The Symposium will be held in Indianapolis on August 5th – 7th, 2013 

ii. Abstracts are now being accepted.  Submissions can be emailed to Dave 

Coats at decoats@iupui.edu.  Submissions are due by June 25, 2013. 

iii. They also have a room block that is filling up fast – so register soon! 

iv. Conference registration is at http://hazusconference2013.eventbrite.com  

e. Upcoming Training  - http://training.fema.gov/emicourses/ 

i. EMI just added a new training course!  E0317 – Comprehensive Data 

Management System is now scheduled for June 3rd – 6th  

ii. Application of HAZUS-MH for Risk Assessment – June 24th – 27th  

iii. Basic HAZUS-MH – July 22nd – 25th 

iv. Comprehensive Data Management System (CDMS) – August 12th – 15th 

IV. SCHUG  Updates 

a. In April, we hosted a Hurricane Table Top Exercise for our Governor.  All lead ESF 

State agencies were invited to participate.  We used hazus to set the scene to 

discuss initial response, logistics and recovery. 

b. We are also doing three coastal hurricane table top exercises at the request of the 

Governor. These TTXs will all utilize hazus to set the scenario so that we can work 

through response, logistics, and recovery issues. 

c. Earthquake “Go Books” are 98% complete.  

i. All maps and reports have been completed. 

ii. SCEMD needs to finish compiling them into a singular document.   

iii. These will be made available to our county Emergency Managers by request 

for use in exercises or for information purposes.   
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d. During the group discussion, Charles Kaufman from Dorchester County mentioned 

his work with College of Charleston’s Norm Levine. They have been working to 

recreate Storm Sandy’s track and move it through South Carolina near Folly Beach.  

They have made significant progress and Charlie may be able to brief the group in a 

future call. 

V. Focus Topic – Climate Change and Sea Level Rise impacts on Waveland, MS 

a. David Stroud from AMEC briefed us on his recent work in Waveland, Mississippi.   

b. His presentation can be found here: 

http://www.usehazus.com/uploads/main/SCHUG_May_22_2013_Presentation_Rev

ised.pdf.  A correction was made on slide 36 to reflect the correct height of sea level 

rise (SLR). 

c. David first discussed Waveland’s unique history including its geography, experience 

with hurricanes, and early FIRM maps.   

d. David worked with Waveland on their hazard mitigation plan.  It was their first time 

assessing climate change, among many other hazard types.   

e. He discussed sea level rise, global and local factors, and national estimates for 

future SLR in great detail.  Based on scientific works, the best case SLR will be 1 ft, 

average case will be 3 ft, and worst case will be 6 ft.  These three estimates were 

used in the analysis. 

f. David found that areas north of Waveland, not the coast of the Mississippi Sound, 

would be most impacted by Sea Level Rise.  This area was recently annexed and has 

a large river/stream network.  Waveland can also expect more “hot” days, more 

intense precipitation, flooding, drought, and winds, and greater storm surge heights. 

VI. Open Discussion  

a. Several SCHUG members asked follow-up questions to David’s presentation.   

b. DFIRM and LIDAR data came from the 2009 flood study.   

c. A discussion of how to more appropriately model the combined impacts of storm 

surge and sea level ensued.  Hazus may be a valuable tool in further analysis.   

d. With a long-term hazard such as SLR, we have time to look at mitigation (structural 

and non-structural). T here is time to appropriately “act”, not just “react” as we 

typically do.   

e. This type of analysis can show politicians and developers the cost of sea level rise 

and importance of acting sooner rather than later. 

VII. Wrap-up 

a. Next call date is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, August  13th at 2:00 pm 

b. Please send Melissa Potter (mpotter@emd.sc.gov) guest speaker suggestions. 

c. Check out the website for more updates – www.usehazus.come/schug  
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